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1. The Soviet Army Wustrow AAA Trairire firing range is loceted
on Wustrow Feninsula (545N-1133E). Formerly it was used by
Germans for naval and sir force trai ning. The firire renge
is under direct administration of the Commander of Artillery,
GOFG; its comznder is Lt Col Limbovich, who heas his heasd—
querters and a firirg range service detachment of approximately
20 men.

2. The arnusl firing schedule for Wurlrow is prepared in the
GOFG Neacquarters (Arty). The AAA units scheduled for firing
usually stay at the rarge for o period of 30 dnys, during
which they perform all firing problems prescrihbed by the AAA
memual . fvery summer there are three or four such firing
periods of 30 days each,

3. The firirg ranre itselfl (the zone of muns' emplacements) is
about two kilometers rquare, and is located in the northwest
part of fre perinsula. The barracks zone is loeated in the
middle part of the reninsula, to the southeast of the {iring
positions. The AAA firing vositicns area is divided into
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three zoneg: &)
seashore: b) ths small b AL
the MG zore and partly ¢ j on the geashors; ¢) the
medium calilsr {8bmm) AAL zcone, as the last one, behind the
small cali or zone. The front and depvh intervals anong
Individuz? bavveries are normalliy 10 m. The firing range
facllitles permat simultanecus =zccommodation of elght medlium
calibar batteries, 10 zmall caliber batiteries and three
platoons of AA MGs.

ne, lousbted directly on the
! AdA zone, partly behind

1Y

The enlisted personnel of 444 units coming te Wustrow firing
range live In btarracks in Wustrow. These barracks consist of
a large number of two-story gray brick houses, approximately
20 x 10 m. Offlcers live in nfficers' billlets, located to
the socutheast of the berracks zone, Adjolning the barracks
zZcne Lo the scuthwestf, there is & large vehlcle parking lot,
and to the wes% an artiliery park, where the guns are parked
when the aztual firing is not golng on. Between the artillery
park and firing positions there 1s a former German airfield,
now abandoned. There ic alsc a hospital, an EM mess, an
offlcers! c¢lub, and a Voyeniuore (X)) . [ ' ]
sketch of the area./ The Tood served In the EM mess and
officers' club 1s Bulficient and of gcood quality. There is
not much entervalnment in Wustrow, except movies ghovwn in the
barracis area on Saturdavs and Sundays. It is atrlestly for-
“bildden to all personnel to leave the peninsula and to go to the
T e
]

town of Rerticl /s & 1Y Rerlck, although GSGS map

No 4416, Centrat Burcne U0,000, Sheet X6, Rostock shows the
towns of Alt Gaarz and zhad on this locat1q§7, which 18
only several hundred yzrds away from the [iring Tange check
point .,

The detaliled dally firing schzdule 1g prepared as & rule by
the firing range commandant. The policy applied at the range
does not permit a simultancsous firving of varlous calibers of
AA artilllery and AA machine-guns, since simultancous firing
is directly connected with individual firing problems con-
ducted by particlpating units, and the work of the targev-
towing alrcraft. This detelled schedule glves the days

‘and hours of firing lor each type of AA weapon. Althousgh
theoretlcally several babtteries of the same type could per-
form a simaltarneous {irineg, chils is not done at the Wustrow
firing range, since there are not suffliclent computing and
other facliitles and control eguipment (there 1g for instance
only cne BI-Binckulyarnyy Lskatel) /sSee para 6 (d4)/, and

the firing range service detachment 18 not sufficiently strong
to contrel such & simulsanscus Tiring. Therefore the actual
firing 1s done Andividualis : mung, platoons, batteries,
a8 prescribed by the respeciive ABA ©iring manuals and raage
Piring schedules.

-
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The Wustrcw Firing range has
and equilpment /See Enclosurs

(O G
—
s
N

(a) SKO ~ Stanisiya Krugovego Obzera . Thie is an automatle
locator and computer of elements of a £lylng alreraft,
Computed eiements are mechanically transmitted to the
SON;

(b) SON - Stantsiya Orudiyncy Navedki. This is a gun director
whilch receives the elements computed by the SKO and
determines metting of gun:s {sights) lfor firing. The SKO

and SON are used only for firlng of medium callher AA
artillery. The small caliver AA artillery does not use
this equipment. The SKO aad 230N used at the Wustrow
firing range are of an old. nredar Lype;
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(¢) One radio statlon type 5-AK (Standard Soviet Army type
equipment on Army and Corps T/E);

(d) BI - Rinokulyarnyy Iskatel', called also Komandirskaya
Truba This 18 a binocular locator combined with a
compzss. It 18 a very common type of AAA transportable
equipment for ohservation and fire control purposes.

The target-towing alreraft used at the Wustrow firing range

18 of the Boston-3 (B-26) make, stationed permanently at one

of Berlin's alrflelds. Fllights ere performed along tie sea
coest in both directions, at an approximate speed of 80-90 m/sec
and the firing starts as soon as the tow-target appears in the
firing zone, regardless of ite direction of flight. It 1is
strictly forhidden to fire on the tow-target outside the

firing zone /See Enclosure (n)7.

At the time scheduled for firing, the deslignated units take
firing positions at the seashore, and after completed riring
return immediately to the artillery park. Prlor to the actual
firing, each firing unit (depending on the firing problem,

this may be an individual gun, a platoon, or an entire battery)
1s aselgned the following controllling personnel:

(a) Controller, an officer who- actually comtrols the firing;
(b) Commanding, an officer in charge of firing exercilsej

(e¢) Strakhuyushchiy, a safety offlicer assigned to each firing
gun. H1s mailn task 18 to see that the firing gun 18 not
directed at the alrcraft instead of the tow target;

(d) Zapisyvayushchly, the elements recorder, who puts down
in the flring reglster the firing elements for each fired
shell;

(e) ‘Strelyayushcniy, the gunner.

Every firing 1s attended by the firing range commandant,
whose command-post 18 at the radlo station. Through thls
padlo statlon he communicates with the aircraft pilot,

giving him orders on altlitude and course of £1lights for every
firing. During the firing personnel of the firlng range
detachment carrying "Binoulyarnyy Iskatel'” move from gun to
gun and record the firing results. These data are later
computed in the firing range headquarters and transmlitted to
the respectlve AAA unitse.

The Soviet Army AAA Manual for the sma2ll and medium callbers
of AAA envisages completion of the following firing problems,
¥hich are carried on at the Wustrow firing range (altitudes
and firing times below are giveu for the small caliber AAA):

(a) Problem No 2: Individual guns firing on_ the hordzontally
towed target at an altitude of 2400 m. Filring tlme 10
seconds .

(b) Problem No 4: Battery firing on the horizontally towed
target at an-altitude of 2600 m. Firing time 20 seconds.
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(e) Prchblem No B: TIndivi 1 guns firlng. in the moving
column, on the horizcrnially.-towed target at an altltude
of 16060 m. TMiring time 10 seconds.

(d) Problem No 6: Individual guns firing on the ground-
attack plane. The towed target representing this plane
is at an altitude of 800 m. Firing time 10 seconds.

(e) Problem No 7: Platoon firing on the horizontally-towed
target at an altitude cof 2400 &, Firing time 10 seconds.

(f) Problem No 8: Firing on a dive bomber. The alrcraft re-
leases the target representing the dive-bomber at an
altitude of 2500 m. Firing starte when the target reaches
an altitude of 1800 m and lasts for 20 seconds.

25X1 Note: TIroblem No 1 consists of alming

mg—mn—p'xl, armarproblen Ho 3 of night firing. | ]

25X1 ;;:;::]neithey of these problems is conducted at the WusTION
Ting range./

In all above-mentioned flring problems the small callber AAA
unita have to meet the fellowing qualificatlions:

Excellent: impact cor an error 1less than 5 rils;

Very Good: at least 50% of bursts wlth an error less
than 10 mils, or cetter;

Satisfactory. at least 75% of bursts with an error
less than 20 mils, or tetter.

11. In addltlion to summer [liring exerclses, winter Tiring exercises
are also conducted at the Wustrow firing range for small
callber AAA. The winter exercises conslsts of problem No 9,
anti~tank firing. The {iring is8 done with 1ndlvidual guns,
simultaneously. on two tanks appro1ch1ng the n's position
from different directions. /See sketch below/ The moving
speed of the tanks 1s 30-40 km/hr, and the starting firlng
distance 1s 800 m. The allocatlion of ammunition for this
problem is slx armor plercing snells per gun.
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Required qualificatlions for this flring problem are:
Excellent: twe lippcets per each tank:

Very Good: two impacts in one, and one into the other
tank;

Satisfactory: cne impact per each tan'i,

Notes four or even five impacts in one tank and ncne ilnto the
other 18 consldered a poor recult not meeting required qualifications.
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The Wustrox firing renge in gummer 1951 was used sxclusively
for firing exercises of medium caliber AAA. ‘The small ’
caliber AAA Lelonging to the Elghtk 0ds Army conducted their
fring exerclses in 1951 at the Ohrdruf firing range
(5049N-1044E) ,

In connection with the Soviet Army AAA doctrines 1t is of
infterest to mention that the new top secret Fleld Manual

Soviet Armed Forces 1948 ( Polevoy Uatav VS SSSR - PU-43)
envylsages positions of small caliber AAA 1n attack and

defense 560~1000 m behind the first infentry 1ine, and 1f
PoRESl1ble even closer than that, up to the very first

infantry 1ine. The firing positions of medium callber ‘AAA,
according %o this manual, are to be 100C-2000 m hehind the

first Infantry lines, This field manunal 1s composed of two
yolumes: Volume I - Battalion and Regiment; Volume IT ~ Division

]
Ut

‘and Corps,

-end-

Enclosure A: 'S@tchp:.';i‘ Wasizow Peninsula AA Firing Ranre,
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